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the highest consequence and authority, who would
carry great weight with the United States Government,
and that the dispatch of this Mission was contingent
on the selection of such a leader.

When the news came through of President Wilson's
decision, I read a summary of his Congress statement
to the Imperial War Cabinet of 3rd April, and repeated
to this larger meeting, which included the Dominion
Premiers, my suggestion of sending a Special Mission
to America. The Imperial War Cabinet agreed that

the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
Approved by should, in the same afternoon, sound the
W^Cabinet United States Ambassador in London as

to the desirability of sending a special
Mission to Washington, and should, in addition,
explain to him the views of the War Cabinet as to the
most effective form which the co-operation of the
United States of America could take, laying special
stress on the importance of putting into service the
enemy ships in their ports, and of stimulating ship-
building to the utmost possible extent.

It is difficult at this date to recall the effect which
the accession of the United States to the anti-German
forces had upon public opinion in the belligerent
countries. The Allied countries were naturally
heartened. The Allied cause was not prospering.
The streets of Petrograd and Moscow were crowded
with revolutionary workmen chanting endlessly a
monotonous demand for Peace. The chant was mur-
mured by the Russian soldiers behind and even in
the trenches. On sea the submarine peril was at its
height and the heart of our Admirals at its lowest.
The knowledge that the great Republic had decided
to throw her might into the struggle on our side
lightened the deepening gloom. German opinion was